LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:
It is a great honour for me to declare open the Second Scientific Meeting of the International Medical Society of Paraplegia in Tokyo, 1964 . Last year, Dr. Guttmann, the President of this Society, sent me a letter expressing the hope that this Second Scientific Meeting in 1964 could be held to coincide with the Para lympics in Tokyo, and I am glad that it was possible to make the arrangements for this.
I deeply appreciate that we have been able to have such a splendid inaugura tion, owing to the kind suggestion and co-operation of Dr. Guttmann and many of my colleagues.
Let me take this opportunity to speak about the present situation of paraplegia in Japan, where we have 3318 paraplegics-3l02 male and 216 female-according to the registration up to October 1963.
In 1936 I published a paper of clinical work on spinal cord injuries. I think this was the first scientific paper on this subject in Japan. Since then, we have been engaged in the miserable World War, and subsequently we had many war para plegics. Almost all the war paraplegics were transferred to Tokyo for further evaluation and organised medical treatment. Dr . Yasuda, and Professor I wahara who is here today, contributed considerably in dealing with this problem, so that the first special hospital for paraplegics was established in Hakone near Odaware, which was at first run by Professor Iwahara and now by Dr. Tomita.
During the war, well-organised training and treatment were carried out there, but at the end of the war the organisation was unfortunately ruined. It seemed that, in the confusion after the war, both patients and doctors lost their way of returning to work. Although there is a growing tendency to restoration from the state of collapse caused by the war, year by year, we have a lot of difficult problems. More over, we have not yet come to conclusions on the indications for operations for spinal cord injury and whether we should do early spinal fusion of vertebral fractures. I hope that these problems will be cleared up through this meeting. With regard to rehabilitation, this is not satisfactory in Japan because of shortage of specialists and facilities. Speaking from the paraplegic's point of view, many of them are now spending days in hospital in vain, because of poor facilities for living after discharge from hospital and lack of desire to return to work.
To improve this situation, we should concentrate on advancement of medicine and we should prepare more carefully for receiving them back into society on dis charge from hospital. At a time when we have so many difficult problems, it is well worth while holding this Second Scientific Meeting in Tokyo. Taking this opportunity, we might expect to make further great progress in the medical care of these patients and in improving facilities for them.
It is a great pleasure for me to have this wonderful meeting, together with many distinguished colleagues from the whole world. As we come to know each other by this meeting, our hopes and aspirations shall also be joined together.
Thank you all for coming and for your kind attention! 
